
Reading Intent Statement 

At Howbridge Church of England Junior school we promote a love of reading to enable our 

pupils to become lifelong learners. We value reading as a key life skill therefore provide 

opportunities across the curriculum to encourage and develop reading and understanding. In 

order for children to be passionate about reading, we provide all learners with a wide variety 

of texts which they can select from our richly resourced library filled with quality texts that 

are of interest to the pupils; class corridors or from their class reading boxes which are 

alternated termly within a year group. As well as this, teachers select engaging class novels 

where they read to their students at the end of the day to expose children to a wide bank of 

vocabulary; widen their knowledge of different authors and genres; and teach children how 

voice can match a text through expression and fluency. 

Termly, children will be assessed on their reading through the Accelerated Reading 

Programme. This will generate reading ZPD levels for every child. Children will then match 

their level appropriately to the reading scheme books in our class corridors or to the books in 

the school library. Teachers will closely monitor their children’s levels to ensure children are 

choosing and reading books within their reading range. This will be achieved through regular 

reading with the class teacher or LSA. In addition to this, years 3 – 5 will complete the NFER 

assessment tests at the end of each term. Year 6 will continue throughout the year to be 

monitored through SATs testing and Year 3 will participate in a baseline at the start of the 

school year. 

At Howbridge, we intend to build on the prior knowledge of all pupils from the infant school 

by teaching them through an 8-week rigorous phonics programme which is based on the 

‘Letters and Sounds’ document. Sessions are differentiated according to ability and focus on 

the phase 5 letter sounds. This develops their knowledge of the phoneme sounds and their 

spelling of the alternative graphemes. After this half termly programme, children who were 

unsuccessful in passing their phase 5 screening test (or other children who have been 

identified for needing further support) will receive a phonic intervention three times a week. 

Ultimately, it is our aim for all children to be able to read age appropriate books or above. As 

a result, we expose all learners to a wide range of challenging texts within their reading 

sessions through a consistent whole class reading approach focusing upon the key skills. In 

addition to this, we also intend to promote reading across our curriculum using a variety of 

different reading resources such as secondary sources, recounts, letters, diary entries, 

newspaper articles, information texts and pictures. This is to challenge every learner to reach 

their potential. As well as this, to respond to the needs of our pupils, Howbridge Church of 

England Junior School emphasises a key focus on vocabulary and inference across all year 

groups. 

By the time children leave Howbridge Church of England Junior School our aim is that they 

will be competent readers who can recommend books to their peers, have a thirst for reading 

a range of genres including poetry, and participate in discussions about books, including 

evaluating an author’s use of language and the impact this can have on the reader. 

 


